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All about belonging

Speak Up North is a platform for
young people from across the North
of England to tell the world what
matters to them.

The first edition of the creative writing and
oracy competition focused around the all-
important theme of belonging.

We were amazed to read a broad range of experiences of family
and friends, place, culture, personal achievements, and even
more across young people aged 5 to 16 (Key Stages 1-4).

Thank you to every pupil who took part, their schools for getting
involved in the competition, and the families who also engaged.

Thanks to our featured schools for your involvement

Get email updates from us
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Broadfield Primary, Oldham

Judges’ comments

56

This is a great use of an acrostic poem to evoke how
the season of winter brings a sense of belonging to

Key Stage 1
WINNER you. Well done! ”

.
USPBERAT'E. OXMDJIS

2 www.thetutortrust.org

000000

Aisha

ONOBENOBENOBEN


https://www.broadfield.oldham.sch.uk/
https://www.thetutortrust.org/

SFrNO8Fr N8N

DR <

Key Stage 2
WINNER

SPEAK

TUTOR

UPNORTH

00O 00 5 O

Umme

Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford

Judges’ comments

56

This is a beautiful poem about the changing seasons -
| love how you've taken inspiration from other poems
to use archaic, old-style language. Lovely use of

personification. ”
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James

Stockport School

Judges’ comments

56

You've taken a very interesting and creative approach.
It's a vivid and authentic exploration of alienation
from both community and language, almost

postmodern in its sensibility. ”
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Anabia

Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford

Afsha

Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford
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Sarah and Tamara

Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford
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Mila

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Eddie

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Betsy

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Finnley

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Joshua

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Luca
Year 4

Denton West End Primary
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Savanna

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Isla

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Isabelle

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Harrison

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Dougie

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Lydia

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Lily

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Bodhi

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Neve
Year 4

Denton West End Primary
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Lyle

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Renée

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Milly

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Zach

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Sienna

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Lola

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Oscar

Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Friends

When | see my friends, | feel happy and play games
with them.

When | see my friends, | hear laughter bouncing off
the walls.

When | see my friends, a hug feels like a warm
embrace from the sun.

When | see my friends, we talk about different
sports like football.

When | see my friends, | tell them my secrets
because | trust them.

When | see my friends, if they are hurt | will protect
them and cheer them up.

When | see my friends, | feel like | belong.

Adam

Year 5
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Home

Home is yummy smells from the best food that my
mum makes.

Home is chaos everywhere with toys all over my
messy floor.

Home is where | love to chill by myself in my cosy
room.

Home is where | eat sweets with my little sister one
by one.

Home is where | escape from the cold world
outside.

Home is where | cuddle with my mum on the sofa
watching TV.

Home is where | watch movies with my family all
together.

Home is where | listen to my parents, who give me
chores.

Home is where me and my family belong.

Rosie

Year 5
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Oldham

Oldham is 100s of cotton mills that make up our
history.

Oldham is full of friendly local people.
Oldham is a busy town full of shops.
Oldham is where the weather is wet and cold.

Oldham is proud to be in the North West of
England.

Oldham is Oldham Athletic where people play in
their stadium.

Oldham is our broad accent that is hard to
understand.

Oldham is green places such as Alexandra Park.

Oldham is home, its where | belong.

Hafsa

Year 5
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Belonging

| come from a place that belongs to me, which is
my home.

| belong to my mosque because we share the same
beliefs.

| belong to my family because we are all tied by
blood and linked by kinship.

Home is my Nintendo Switch because | love playing
games and entering unknown dimensions.

Home is the fragrant aroma of my mum’s home
cooked scrumptious kebabs.

| associate with Manchester United because | share
similar interests with them.

Belonging is my bedroom because it's my happy
place, my safe haven.

Hashim

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Belonging

Home is where | belong, it's where every human
comes from.

Belonging in a community where every human
should feel safe, loved and protected.

Here's to all the people who have been affected.

We should treat a person the way we would want to
be treated.

So that way no one will ever feel left out or cheated.
| come from a place that taught me to treat
everyone with respect no matter where they

belong.

Doing this will never make you feel like you are
doing something bad or wrong.

Aliza

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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MY FAMILY

| am writing from a place that makes me feel like
I'm special, makes me feel like | am or | belong here,
this place is around my family.

| remmember once when | needed help and my
family helped.

| remmember once when | needed support and my
family supported.

| remember once when | needed help in learning
and my family helped.

| remember once when | needed to feel like |
belonged, my family did that.

They say, “What can your family do? Huh?” well, my
family can do a lot of things.

There was a time when people said I'm bad at
football and I'm bad at cricket.

Because of my family, I'm now good at football and
also good at cricket.

All thanks to MY FAMILY!

Yahya

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Ibrahim
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Bizma
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Jessica
Stockport School
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Jessica
Stockport School
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Jake
Stockport School
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Max
Stockport School

OX@dJIS
WWW.thetutortrust.org

DN OBEBFNOGFNOEFNC


https://stockportschool.net/
https://www.thetutortrust.org/

DR CEBHFRIOEFRNTCTFEFRNO

w
-

SPEAK

TUTOR

UPNORTH

<O
o
3

51

O =

Max
Stockport School
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Liverpool

There she goes, skipping the rocks of the dock,

the blazing sun blurring the ferry yards away.

This day, just a lifetime earlier, four leather-clad lads
stood in this place, before taking the states.

What a place to breathe and shine.

She'd never walk alone through the streets of Bold
and fields of Strawberry. A Bombed Out Church,
but it continued to give peace a chance.

The countless museums and galleries permitted
to live and let die, while searching for better days
from their sweet lord in the spiked cathedral.
But she was sound as a pound.

This city to her was everything. Her stars and killing
moon,

she could never run (so far away) from this space.
The city rooted in labourers and working-class
heroes, the place

where history was not once forgotten. She was safe.

THE
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Ellie
Tutor Trust
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Thank you for taking part in Speak Up North!
We hope you enjoyed the competition and hope to see you
back next year.

To keep supporting what we do at Tutor Trust, get free
educational resources, and advance news about Speak Up
North 2025, you can sign up to our newsletter:
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Get email updates from us
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