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All about belonging
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Speak Up North is a platform for
young people from across the North
of England to tell the world what
matters to them.
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The first edition of the creative writing and
oracy competition focused around the all-
important theme of belonging.

We were amazed to read a broad range of experiences of family
and friends, place, culture, personal achievements, and even
more across young people aged 5 to 16 (Key Stages 1-4).
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Thank you to every pupil who took part, their schools for getting
involved in the competition, and the families who also engaged.
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Thanks to our featured schools for your involvement
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off ko the forest itself. Here too [ found a narrow
seack 10 follow The forest became impenetrable at
e point, dark and menacing. There was no

fowling any more, but something infinitely more
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sinister tho shiver of leaves, the eracking of twigs.
sudden surreptitious rustiings, and they were near

e, il around me | knew, I was quite sure now,
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Primary School
and Nursery We ca™
@A, it diways cracked open and empty inside. g e < o
When the beach petered out, we h::‘:a ke othier, and all the while 'kept a keen €ye O

Get email updates from us

ke of a stream cOMINg down through the rock
tric g
from the forest above, put 1 found none

I was exhausted by now. 1 sat down to res
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mouth dry, my head throbbing. 1 was racked
desperate thoughts. 1 would die of thirst. [ would be
torn limb from limb by the monkeys

Stella’s eyes looked up into mine. There’s got

to be water.” [ told her. ‘There’s got to be.' So, said
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https://www.dweschool.org/
https://peelpark.eschools.co.uk/web
https://www.broadfield.oldham.sch.uk/
https://stockportschool.net/
https://www.thetutortrust.org/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/t/D470E79842BF55F6
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/t/D470E79842BF55F6
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Judges’ comments

56

This is a great use of an acrostic poem to evoke how

Key Stage 1 the season of winter brings a sense of belonging to

f WINNER you. Well done! ”
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https://www.broadfield.oldham.sch.uk/
https://www.thetutortrust.org/
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Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford

Judges’ comments

56

This is a beautiful poem about the changing seasons -
| love how you've taken inspiration from other poems
Key Stage 2 to use archaic, old-style language. Lovely use of

WINNER personification. ”
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Belonging

The bullets hurt, but | do not care. It is bewitchingly beautiful, like it should not be this goed, but
it Is. It is strange. My family, their presence is the thing. The secret ingredient for greainess. | am
not sure how dazed | look, but | must look guite bewilderad, as they are all shooting me side-

eyes,
It iz baautiful.

It is 50 beautiiul | do not care whal they think, But then why does it feel like they are all stabbing
ma in the back? It is just a view. It is just a view,..No. | need to run; | need fo hide. | need to
cover up my face, They stare at me. | want to cur up in a ball and roll away. But they anz my
family? | feal like | should not be here though, Why would you make somaone feel they do not
belong somewhera? Why do people make others feel they do not belong somewhere? It is crazy
how something as small as liking a view more than others, can outcast you, Make you feel like
you should find somewhere else, somewhare to hide, from the paople who think you are a freak,
even if they are your own family. Sorry, | rapeated myself a bunch there, didn't I7 | got the
tenses wrong, the person wrong. What if | do not belong to the writer's community? Bul surely, it
iz about what your message, your meaning is. Mot how well you did on your English GC3E or
hiow well you did in school. It is about the desper picture. The trua reason you put your words
whara they wera. Did you use a thesaurus to make your piece sound better? Or to gel praise so
you can feel good about yoursalf. Did you really understand what it maant?

Or did you just put it in because it sounded nice. What if that word does not belong in that
context? Either way. ¥ou should not change a word, or yourself, to make you fit in somewhere
where you might not belong or feel right to,

James
Stockport School

Stockport
Schoal

Judges’ comments

56

You've taken a very interesting and creative approach.
It's a vivid and authentic exploration of alienation
Key Stage 4 from both community and language, almost

WINNER postmodern in its sensibility. ”
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