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All about belonging

Speak Up North is a platform for
young people from across the North
of England to tell the world what
matters to them.

The first edition of the creative writing and
oracy competition focused around the all-
important theme of belonging.

We were amazed to read a broad range of experiences of family
and friends, place, culture, personal achievements, and even
more across young people aged 5 to 16 (Key Stages 1-4).

Thank you to every pupil who took part, their schools for getting
involved in the competition, and the families who also engaged.

Thanks to our featured schools for your involvement

Peel Park
ang Kursany
.
wior A bit about us
TRUST

As an education charity, we care about making learning more accessible.
Since 2012, we've worked directly with more than 700 schools across
Greater Manchester, West Yorkshire, and Merseyside, to more than 30,000
pupils to provide high-quality tuition in core subjects. Everything we do is
to improve outcomes for young people, and our strong evidence of impact
certifies this.
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Aisha

Broadfield Primary, Oldham

Judges’ comments

1 N

56

This is a great use of an acrostic poem to evoke how
the season of winter brings a sense of belonging to

you. Well done! ”

Key Stage 1

f WINNER
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Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford

Judges’ comments

56

This is a beautiful poem about the changing seasons -
| love how you've taken inspiration from other poems
Key Stage 2 to use archaic, old-style language. Lovely use of

WINNER personification. ”
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Balonging

The bullets hurt, but | do not care. It is bewitchingly beautiful, like it should not be this goed, but
it Is. It ks strange. My family, their presence is the thing. The secret ingredient for greainess. | am
not sure how dazed | look, but | must look guite bewilderad, as they are all shooting me side-
BYes,

It bs baautiful.

It bs 5o beautifiul | do nol care whal they think, But then why does it feel like they are all stabbing
me in the back? It is just a view, It is just a view,..No. | need to run; | need to hide. | need to
cover up my face, They stare al me. | want to curd up in a ball and roll away, But they are my
family? | feal like | should not be here though, Why would you make somaone feel they do not
belang somewhere? Why do people make others feel they do not belong somewhera? It is crazy
how something as small as fiking a view more than others, can outcast you, Make you feel like
you should find somewhere else, somewhare to hide, from the paople who think you are a freak,
even if they are your own family, Sorry, | repeated myself a bunch there, didn't 17 | got the
tensas wrong, the person wrong. What if | do not belong to the writer's community? But surely, it
iz about what your message, your meaning is. Mot how weall you did on your English GCSE or
how well you did in school. 11 is aboul the deeper picture. The trua reason you pul your words
whara they were. Did you use a thesaurus to make your piece sound better? Or to gel praise so
you can feel good about yourseff, Did you really undarstand what it maant?

Or did you just put it in because it sounded nice. What if that word does not belong in that
context? Either way. ¥ou should not change a word, or yourself, to make you fit in somewheare
where you might nol belong or feel rght to.

James
Stockport School

Stockport
Schoal

Judges’ comments

56

You've taken a very interesting and creative approach.
It's a vivid and authentic exploration of alienation
Key Stage 4 from both community and language, almost

WINNER postmodern in its sensibility. ”
SPEAK L3N
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Anabia
Year 5
Peel Park Primary, Bradford
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Peel Park Primary, Bradford
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Peel Park Primary, Bradford
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Finnley
Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Joshua
Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Denton West End Primary
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Denton West End Primary
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Year 4
Denton West End Primary
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Denton West End Primary
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Friends

When | see my friends, | feel happy and play games
with them.

When | see my friends, | hear laughter bouncing off
the walls.

When | see my friends, a hug feels like a warm
embrace from the sun.

When | see my friends, we talk about different
sports like football.

When | see my friends, | tell them my secrets
because | trust them.

When | see my friends, if they are hurt | will protect
them and cheer them up.

When | see my friends, | feel like | belong.

Adam
Year 5

Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Home

Home is yummy smells from the best food that my
mum makes.

Home is chaos everywhere with toys all over my
messy floor.

Home is where | love to chill by myself in my cosy
room.

Home is where | eat sweets with my little sister one
by one.

Home is where | escape from the cold world
outside.

Home is where | cuddle with my mum on the sofa
watching TV.

Home is where | watch movies with my family all
together.

Home is where | listen to my parents, who give me
chores.

Home is where me and my family belong.

Rosie

Year 5
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Oldham

Oldham is 100s of cotton mills that make up our
history.

Oldham is full of friendly local people.
Oldham is a busy town full of shops.
Oldham is where the weather is wet and cold.

Oldham is proud to be in the North West of
England.

Oldham is Oldham Athletic where people play in
their stadium.

Oldham is our broad accent that is hard to
understand.

Oldham is green places such as Alexandra Park.

Oldham is home, its where | belong.

Hafsa
Year 5

Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Belonging

| come from a place that belongs to me, which is
my home.

| belong to my mosque because we share the same
beliefs.

| belong to my family because we are all tied by
blood and linked by kinship.

Home is my Nintendo Switch because | love playing
games and entering unknown dimensions.

Home is the fragrant aroma of my mum’s home
cooked scrumptious kebabs.

| associate with Manchester United because | share
similar interests with them.

Belonging is my bedroom because it's my happy
place, my safe haven.

Hashim

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Belonging

Home is where | belong, it's where every human
comes from.

Belonging in a community where every human
should feel safe, loved and protected.

Here's to all the people who have been affected.

We should treat a person the way we would want to
be treated.

So that way no one will ever feel left out or cheated.
| come from a place that taught me to treat
everyone with respect no matter where they

belong.

Doing this will never make you feel like you are
doing something bad or wrong.

Aliza

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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MY FAMILY

| am writing from a place that makes me feel like
I'm special, makes me feel like | am or | belong here,
this place is around my family.

| remmember once when | needed help and my
family helped.

| remmember once when | needed support and my
family supported.

| remember once when | needed help in learning
and my family helped.

| remember once when | needed to feel like |
belonged, my family did that.

They say, “What can your family do? Huh?” well, my
family can do a lot of things.

There was a time when people said I'm bad at
football and I'm bad at cricket.

Because of my family, I'm now good at football and
also good at cricket.

All thanks to MY FAMILY!

Yahya

Year 6
Broadfield Primary, Oldham
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Exemyihiing ura was perfoo

Svinging maiily en theold, warn-out swing, | spoited s iusset red gguimal, siting proudly an a trss bronch, Almost os if it
is o patral, sunseying 1helrallic of binds shead of it

"Michanal, tire to gt Feady For badi ™ rescpuirsted my M.
“0K," | Anevsaned

WWhatsn sl King up the veedunt gresn grass, | npdmired tha besity ol this place. Through the window, 8 kaleidoscops of
calors beamed irem the glowing emberof the burming corls. Suddersty, an avocative mamory of ma fshang in rver el
s cime Beck 1o ploads me,

“H e, S vy mm
“Hi.” | rapiead

Whilstwalking ihrough tha oak paneled haltway, the stairs § weers vt (o climb (owerad abown me. Finally reacheng the top,
| puit mivy pagams o and prepared rysel? Tod the bakibs | would mow facs. Alter srriirg st the doims shaped table, | sat
down and Eoak naip of my hat checolale. Vsas ready, My mum handed aut the cards and wa tought. Tho parson & tha
soldiar, the cords are the weapons, and the tahile i the battbedisld, After & long-fought betils, | came ol victorious

“Tirvea far o] mum cafied

Yethilsd baying on my bed, somaething dida's feel right. B eeas like | was not going to hows 8 geod night's slesp,

“hre you ok Micheal?™ asied my maim

“fos, why? | spoke.

"l you geaim boreid.” sl said,

*I'm naok." | answened

“Well Aight right anyway,” sha said,

“Hightnight." | repiied

As | drified off into thenight, | gazad & 1l raal, Flab bargested about the doy | had just gons theough, | Finafy fall asbeep

Darkrinas all | oouldd s was darkness,,,

The moan sparkling as bhight as a knight s shinimg armiour, Nateie sclipsing the terain around me. But something didn'
Tesd dight, Blegdataired baries staing at ma thraugh cna of the Last smerald gresn bushes, I8 was simoat likes Thad just
whogn U troan i thousand wears o doomeday, BRNG e shod out of nowhere. My mind spealed out of my comfart zone,
Mat knowing what it was, | decided bo investigabe; the deeknmss awaite mae, My foststeps schaingin the shyss Suddenty,
tima Froms inny exdstanca. & sound, 8 sound | have nover beard befare. Sguasting, somathing aquealing in the ahadows,
Iy hesd oll leould do was walt. It was B | waa in glaap paralysis, My haan wae pounding, racng ewen. | couldn't
mvet. Seddenly | remlized what it was; a wild boor avwaited ma...

Thewild boarwaa 1he eneimy, the usks were 1S Weapans

| wins it target...

Jake
Stockport School

Stockport
Schoaol
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Bang pain; bang suffering: bang the endiess trauma. Mast of all the heat sweating screams cries off
endless suffering. Pain a shooting pain it filked my leg through and through. Immobilising, darkness
screams of family friends faded into the eerie blackness: | try to held on just to see & bit more justa
glimpse of thewr faces, No, just the inky black...

| awoke, sweating, heart pounding, face sodden, | Was screaming, it happened again
The terrors agaim | guess.” Said 137

‘Good morming to you too smarty pants”

"Coma on you need some breakfast.” Sakd 138

I guess.’

The winding stairs from our tower were intricately carved and beautiful, not that me 137 and 138
knew anything etee. We are what you could eall capthves: Well not really, wea're not tied up, We'ra
given free roam of the Monastery in fact, We're never allowed to leave and must train in battle day
after day. We're not captivis we're more like what's the word for it ah yes -pets. We are pets,

Bit clurmsy: My foot, lost at birth, & not a cold metal chimg... That dream i was & deeam rght surely
bt if mot, who were those people | grieve them | feel | should know them, but | don't and a painina
leg I"'vie never had, Mo, a figment of my imagination surely.

Breakfast as usual a band off mangy mutts scrambBng for a morsel of food teeth bared ready to bite,
Hackles raised it was a maosh pit | just couldn't deal with. 50, whimpering | slipped through few bites
scratches and brulses | got my food, Mot much porddge makes me shudder people fighting over this
grotesque catastrophe, Not even time to finish my meal a whistle was blown the day had just begun,
Bounding of with his mute was Master Fang all his Boys yipping and yapping at their master for
attention. This meant it was time for training or | was whipped so | followed dragging my heels and
whimpering.

Hand to hand combat pain, shouting and whipping. His scars, his bulging musches Master Fang, he
hatas me: | hate him and that's fine Master Claw likes me 'm smart quick on my feet but
nevertheless I'm hated. Every day, | wonder why they tram us, what is cutside the walls | wish | could
escape and be free. After bruising bludgeoning and utter battering | trudged back towards the
doghouse.

Up the winding stairs through the unobtrusive litte door, two unobtrusive, unimportant, pointhess
little children becamea three and | flopped on te iy bed for whiat | thought waiild be anather
pointless unimportant little night,

Bast how wrong | was.,

139, 139, wake up!’

"Uhh..1 awoke grogaily "What time is it",

‘Shhhh me and 137 have been planning this for months we're going to escape.”
tnd we couldn’t bear to keave our friend behind.’
nd that's you 139/

“Walt we're going to finally be free,' _ ; . y Max

‘Oh, come on are you in or are you out?’ Stockport School

Stockport
Schoaol
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‘I'm inl’
‘Good or we'd have to throw you out the window.”

137 threw me a piece of hand-made rope: he risked many beatings to gather all the materials, Very
Impressive. And even though | hadn't been told, | knew we were going to dimb out the window. 138
Iocked the door and basred it shut, | tied as the rope to the deorknob and in my heart, | knew this
might be the end of me. 137 climbed first, he was agle and shimmied down the rope with great
agllity and dexterity and before long, 138 started the perilous climb down 1o the river and &s seon as
137 was a quarter down the wall | heard it the siren, itwas a boud blaring horn and 138 though
clumsy shimmied down the rope even faster than 137, Bang, bang, bang the same nalse that's been
haunting my dreams was upon me oros mane it was them, who destroyed my village and cut of my
leg, | would be back, and | would be coming for revenge. A bloody and vialent revenge but not now,
nows | needed to escape. 5o, | shimmied down the rope faster than ever before my hands burned
haotter than the sun, but | didn't dare to stop never daring to look up and see the snarling faces of
miurderars, But | was too fast | didn't see the arrow | fel backwards my foot kost grip on the rope, and
I feli the gushing water raced up to meet ma, the dagger like rocks, | prepared for the smashing into
the water and the cold embrace of death...

But it never came...,

Max
Stockport School

Stockport
Schoaol
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Liverpool

There she goes, skipping the rocks of the dock,

the blazing sun blurring the ferry yards away.

This day, just a lifetime earlier, four leather-clad lads
stood in this place, before taking the states.

What a place to breathe and shine.

She'd never walk alone through the streets of Bold
and fields of Strawberry. A Bombed Out Church,
but it continued to give peace a chance.

The countless museums and galleries permitted
to live and let die, while searching for better days
from their sweet lord in the spiked cathedral.
But she was sound as a pound.

This city to her was everything. Her stars and killing
moon,

she could never run (so far away) from this space.
The city rooted in labourers and working-class
heroes, the place

where history was not once forgotten. She was safe.
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Thank you for taking part in Speak Up North!
We hope you enjoyed the competition and hope to see you
back next year.

O
O

To keep supporting what we do at Tutor Trust, get free
educational resources, and advance news about Speak Up
North 2025, you can sign up to our newsletter:

0w N

O
7
84N

Get email updates from us
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